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Discover the origins and meanings of twelve English words that
come from a wide range of languages all over the world. From
finding out that the origin of the world ukulele has to do with
fleas to seeing how the use of the world royalty has changed over
time, it is clear that the origin and history of words shape their
meanings both in the past and in the present.
This direct and simple exploration of English words derived
from other cultures shows just how interconnected we all are.
The text is very brief, offering the pronunciation, origin, English
meaning, and original meaning, followed by a paragraph giving
some context. This makes the book fast and easy to consume,
but overall, its information lacks some needed depth. Additionally,
four of the twelve nouns are names of animals, and it would have
been nice to see more of a range of word types and forms. One
strength of this book is the illustrations, which make up for some
of the text’s lack of depth by showing the definitions of the words
(both past and present) in unique ways. Splattered paint dots
give the illustrations a textured look, and the way Stevenson plays
with perspective and scale gives the pictures a unique sense of
movement. The pictures also illustrate each word into the image
with fun fonts and colors, another aspect that brings great power
to the overall intent of the book. Ending with a map of language
families and an author’s note, this book is sure to entice young
linguists into learning more about the history of words.
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